THE FALL OF THE UMMAYYADS
AND THE RISE OF THE ABBASIDE
KHILAFAT AT DAMASCUS

election of the
Ummayyad Osman as Khalifa, brought
about a faction between the houses of
Hashim and Ummayyad that ultimately
divided the Muslims into groups. The ass-
assination of Imam Hussain at Karbela,
which is supposed to have been instigated
by Yazid bin Muawiya, increased the al-
ready bitter antagonism and impelled Ibn
Zubair to proclaim himself the Khalifa
at Mecca, After the death of Yazid and
the short reign of his feeble son, the people
of Damascus elected Marwan I as their
Khalifa and he was succeeded by his son
Abd al-Malik. After coming into power,
Abd al-Malik's main object was to reduce
the power of his rival Ibn Zubair at Mecca,
and to realise this objective he planned to
divert the annual pilgrimage from Mecca
to Jerusalem. As I have mentioned before,
it was for this reason that he built and
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